The Big Story

The biblical metanarrative &

The key to scripture



Theological Revolution

Systemati Biblical Narrative Kingdom

Theology Theology Theology Theology

How to tell the kingdom story



o U1 N W N

A Narrative Reading of Scripture

. A recent development (last 80-100 years)

Modernism: propositional truth, doctrines
Postmodernism/millennial-GenZ generation: Stories, narratives

Stories/worldviews are what humans inhabit, essential to our humanity

. Jesus, the greatest story-teller ever, his life, and greatest story ever told

Narrative is the primary vehicle of divine revelation: the story of Israel, the story of Jesus,
and the ongoing story of world missions.

Narrative/kingdom theology.

What is the biblical story?




Jesus, the key

What is a hermeneutical key?



http://www.pngall.com/keys-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

The Jesus Key

. The kingdom/rule of God.

. Yahweh the king ruling on this throne, between the

cherubim, in the cosmic temple.

. Adam/humanity created in his image a vice-regents to cover

the earth with his glory, until all of creation is God’s temple.
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Vocation and Representation

The glory of God in all creation
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Oscar Cullman

The principle of this gracious process is that of the election of a minority for the redemption of the
whole. Otherwise expressed, it is the principle of representation. In his very pg#on within the
creation man appears, so to speak, as the representative of creation...

This principle of selected representation determines in a very clg urther development of

salvation. Just as the destiny of the entire creation depeng action of man, so now in the

first stage of the human drama the history of one peg S determinative for the salvation of
all men.

In accordance with the same principle g d representation the redemptive history
develops further, so that now a g oduction occurs. Since the people of Israel as a whole

into historv in Jesus of Nazareth. who executes both the mission of the Sufferine Servant of God and



Thus down to Jesus Christ the redemptive history unfolds in the above-indicated sgnse of a

progressive reduction; mankind - people of Israel - remnant of Israel - the Op

From that point, however, there appears an important change with re principle of

movement which we have discerned. This principle is still that o ation, but no longer in

God and to the reation of the new heaven and new earth.

Thus the en
the One; this 1
Covenant.

ptive history unfolds in two movements: the one proceeds from the many to
he Old Covenant. The other proceeds from the One to the many; this is the New
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The two stories

The story The story
(0} Promise and fulfillment

Israel

Davidic
Resurrection

Prophetic

Ascension



The Gospel
The good news is that:
God has come, as he promised he would.

2. God has come, to renew all things, including a renewed humanity in @ nage and a renewed

creation.

3. Inorder to renew all things, God has come to reign, to let hi come.

4. In order to renew all things, God has come, to reign, ointing Jesus as the Christ/king.

5. God has come, to reign, through the life, minist Ssurrection and ascension of Jesus the
Christ/king.

6. God has come through the ministry and ot Jesus, to confront the power of Satan and
liberate humanity from sin, sickne religious oppression, death and injustice/poverty.

7. God has come through the de as the Day of Judgment occurring in advance, to

darkness and to4 e (rebirth) or the life of the coming ages (eternal life) to humanity.

9. God has come, the ascension of Jesus the Christ/King, to pour out on his disciples the
same anointing of the Spirit that was on him, empowering them to announce and demonstrate the



Every time you preach/teach/discuss

Everything you say is always placed within the big story. It is the mental architecture within

which you rearrange the furniture around in your mind.

* Preachers

« Small group leaders

Learn to tell the story briefly, with simplicity, in its total grandeur.
Elevate whatever detailed part of it you want to explain.

Repeat this story among yourselves, until it becomes a part of you.

Every part of the story of Jesus is received by faith in the journey of discipleship, through the

impartation of the Holy Spirit.
His story becomes our story, and our story becomes the destiny of humanity and of all creation.

We define the church as the representative new humanity, for all of humanity and for all of



Empowered to witness, to what?

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth. (Acts 1:8)

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (Luke 24:27)

He said to them, ‘This is what | told you while | was still with you: everything must
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the
Psalms.’

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told
them, ‘This is what is written: the Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on
the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. |
am goino to send vou what mv Father has promised: but stav in the citv until vou



